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ly if they have chronic conditions that
require frequent appointments.
Some hospitals and medical providers think that the hot-new technology
in town — ride-hailing services such as
ISTINGUIS
Uber and Lyft — can address this problem by making the trips easier and, in
some cases, it is even covered by Medichapaid and other insurance plans. Partneror her
ships between ride-hailing companies
ve endand hospitals are emerging around the
ucial for
country. While the efforts are still small,
d exersome hospitals and medical transporbreathtation providers think the potential for
growth is large.
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tients who use Uber to access the ride
service while on the hospital’s website
and set up reminders for appointments.
Medicaid patients who may not have acHcess
E Dto the Uber
E Wapp
S Pcan
A also
P E arrange
R
W
the ride by calling the hospital’s patient
advocates.
National MedTrans Network, a transportation system that provides nonemergency medical rides for patients
and medical providers in a number of
states, expanded its services through a
partnership with Lyft last year in New
York, California and Nevada.
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Hackensack UMC, a hospital in New
Jersey, the Sarasota Memorial Hospital in Florida, and Relatient, a health
care communication company have al-

One of those studies showed that 82
percent of those who kept their appointments had access to cars, while 58 percent of those who did not keep appointments had that access. Another study reRD
INNER
ported bus users were twice as likely to
skip on appointments compared to car
users.
In addition to concerns about patients’ health, those absences can also be expensive for medical institutions,
which lose revenue from the missed appointment.
Hospitals and managed care organizations do offer a variety of options to
$2.50 newsstand
assist with transportation for non-emergency medical appointments. Health
centers often work with volunteer drivers to pick up and drop off patients.

SPORTS: Kevin Chappell takes a one-shot lead at the DBC in Norton. B1

D

N

A

A

W

Storm
Baby,
you
can’t
Diabetics, keep an eye on your feet
watch
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tion to their feet, diabetics must rely upon eyesight as a substitute to help prevent or detect any breakdown or changes in skin.”
If you have diabetes, keeping an eye
on your feet and paying attention to
shoes are important steps to preventing
complications.
Here are some tips for diabetics to
follow when it comes to foot care:
E Look at and wash your feet every
day, checking for cuts or blisters.
E Be sure not to walk barefoot.
E Wear socks and shoes, making
sure the shoes are not worn down and
protect your feet.
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everal factors such as elevated
blood sugar levels, poor circulation, a reduced immune system
and loss of sensation contribute to a diabetic’s vulnerability to foot ulcers and
slow healing wounds.
According to Dr. Kenkre Mahesh,
medical director of Wound Management Services at Sturdy Memorial Hospital, “neglected or improperly treated
wounds can result in infection, or in severe cases, amputation.
Due to the loss of protective sensa-

236-7550.
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because it drives itself

E Before putting on shoes, check for
any items such as pebbles and tacks
that could cause injury and wounds.
E Put your feet up when you can,
helping to reduce swelling and improve
circulation.
If you notice that you have a wound,
immediately contact your health care
provider. If there are no signs of healing or the wound has not healed completely within six weeks, advanced
wound care may be necessary.
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Limited impact
from Hermine
BY STEPHEN PETERSON
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Storm Hermine isn’t expected tocall
cause
significant damage in the AtServices, please
508-236-7600.

tleboro area but will affect the area’s
weather through Wednesday and could
spoil Labor Day plans.
Downgraded from
a hurricane that batHERMINE BRINGS
tered Florida, Herdanger to Atlantic
mine Saturday night
coast. PAGE A7
was packing 70 mph
winds and slowly moving up the Eastern Seaboard toward New
England, but was predicted to steer far
enough off the coast to not have too much
of an impact.
A Tropical Storm Watch was issued by
the National Weather Service for southern
Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
Although clouds from the massive
storm system appeared Saturday in the
Attleboro area, rain and winds from Hermine aren’t forecast until late Sunday
night into Labor Day Monday.
Unfortunately, it could wipe out plans
for cookouts, pool parties and other gettogethers over the long weekend.
Winds are forecast to run 30 to 50
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Kaushik Raghu, senior staff engineer at Audi, takes his hands off the steering wheel while demonstrating
an Audi self-driving car on the 14th Street Bridge in Washington, D.C., this summer.

Self-driving cars, experts say, are not pie in the sky,
sci-fi ideas. The technology is already here.
It’s our traffic laws that need to catch up.
BY RICK FOSTER
urning onto Interstate 95, a Boston-bound driver notices an oddlooking car moving in sync with
traffic. But unlike the rest of the morning commute, the car appears to have
no driver — just a passenger happily
surfing the Net on a laptop.
While that scenario might seem to
suggest a George Jetson cartoon vi-
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‘The car of the future
isn’t a concept — it’s
already here and pulling
onto the interstate. The
manufacturers have the
technology today.’
Automaker attorney Elliot Katz

bility and safety, eliminating up to 90
percent of road fatalities now caused
by human error.
But the advent of driverless vehicles
also raises legal, ethical and insurance-related questions that will have
to be sorted out before the public becomes fully comfortable with the idea
of robot cars.

SEE HERMINE, PAGE A2 

Pope cites
Teresa’s
example
Nun who visited area
being canonized
BY FRANCES D’EMILIO

